MUSICAMERICA
Welcome

Tips on 

“How to Get the Most from Music Lessons.”

1. Equipment:

a. Your instrument must be selected to fit your body size, 

b. Your instrument must be of a high enough quality and condition that it can make the sounds you want.

c. For Piano or Keyboard, if your instrument is electric, make sure it is “Touch Sensitive”.  If your instrument is acoustic have a professional technician adjust the piano on a regular basis.
2. Curriculum

a. You will usually follow a published lesson book.  Often these books are multiple books addressing technique, theory, and performance.  These books are published by a variety of companies and are progressive in nature.

b. Your instructor will direct you toward other studies either in published or non published form to develop your understanding of music or for your technique development.
c. Assignment sheets should be given at every lesson.  If you do not receive clearly outlined assignments ask your teacher to provide them.  
3. Instruction

a. Each lesson is scheduled to take place on a specific day and time.

b. Weekly lessons are desireable.  Seldom do irregular schedules or bi-weekly lessons provide you with the structure you need to progress.

c. The lesson will include review of assigned work, instruction toward development, and a written practice schedule for the coming week.

4. Practice Time
a.  Set aside specific time and place where you can do personal practice at home.  Find a time and place where you a least likely to be disturbed or least likely to bother other people in your family.

b.  Practice with a plan.  

Step one: always have your assignment sheet in front of you, read it each time you sit down to practice so you know what you need to do.  

Step two: tune your instrument (if necessary) 

Step three:  review old stuff before you begin new stuff. 

Step four:  carefully work through new drills, techniques, and/or song assignments

Step five:  again review your assignment sheet to make sure you are doing the right things

Step six:  put your instrument away, wipe it off so its ready for the next practice.

d. Have fun, save your serious practice for your special time and place.  Now, go back to your instrument and enjoy it as many times during the day as you can.  Music learning takes self discipline but also needs to be enjoyable.  Have fun playing your favorite tunes and explore the possibilities.
5. Perform

a. As you learn to play invite people to hear you.  Play for your family and friends.  Even simple tunes are a joy for you and those who see you playing.

b. Take advantage of our frequent recitals at MUSICAMERICA.  As you get your songs perfected you can play on stage, its free and it makes you even better.

We want your learning experience at MUSICAMERICA to be productive, enjoyable, and convenient.  By following the 5 points listed, you will accomplish great things and will add value to your life.  
Making music is a pleasure and we are pleased that you are making it happen at MUSICAMERICA.
Please read the Policies and Procedures of MUSICAMERICA.

This will help you with understanding what MUSICAMERICA can do for you and what your responsibilities are to your music lessons.
