How do I find the best place for music learning?
Finding a source for music learning can be time consuming and confusing.  There are many sources for music instruction including institutions, private studios, learning centers and home study.  Finding the right source is critical when considering the quality of product desired.  In conducting your search, here are some suggestions.

Quality of people and service ranks first.  How are you greeted and treated?  The attitude displayed by the service provider via e-mail, phone contact and personal visit paint a picture about the consistency of care, motives, and operational practices of the institution or individual provider.  Are they willing to go the extra mile to help you in your decision making process?  If they are willing to discuss your needs and provide knowledgeable, counsel there is a good chance they will be able to deliver the services you desire now and in the future.  Music learning is a life long process; you are creating a relationship that can last for years and impact your life.

Recommendations and visible results are positive signs.  Talk to friends, read testimonials and seek out the recommendations of those you trust.  Visit the center or studio and watch what is happening.  Talk to people in the waiting room.  How are people treated?  What is the local chemistry?  Look for attitudes of associates, teachers, students, and parents.  Are students performing regularly and are they showing musicality and excitement in their learning?  Does the studio conduct recitals and encourage performance opportunities?
Flexibility and comprehensive opportunities for learning is important.  It is all about options.  Your family is unique unto itself.  Life style, family routine, multiple family member needs and available schedules impact your decisions.  Can all family members take part in the learning under one roof?  Are parents welcome?  Identify if there is a clear and manageable operational procedure to deal with your families particular needs.

Location and convenience is a consideration.  Family routines are often very regimented allowing for sports, recreation, dance classes, scouts, church and other family activities.  The proximity or distance to the studio or learning center to the home may not be as big an issue as one may think as long as the facility has good traffic access.  Weekly treks to a studio or center can however become an issue considering rush hour and the complexity of the family routine.  
Finally there is the issue of price and value.  How can we place a price on quality when your learning or you child’s growth is at stake?  The first factor to consider is the value, the value in the experience as a whole.  Is the facility clean, safe, and well equipped?  Are the choices of instruments, teachers, and schedules within your family needs requirement?  Do you receive the professional, courteous care you desire?  The last factor is the price.  The highest tuition rates do not always translate into the best product.  Likewise, the lowest rates do not necessarily mean the product is inferior.
In making your decision, consider: 
First, consider the attitude of the people and the center operations as a whole.  First impressions are often the best and most accurate impressions.  
Second, what is the track record?  Do students stay? Are there positive recommendations you can trust?  Is there evidence that students, guests, teachers, and associates are treating each other with respect?  
Third, does the studio or learning center meet your family profile?  Do you have options in instruments, musical styles, and schedules?  
Fourth, consider the location.  Ease of access is important, especially with your busy schedule.  You may have to travel to get the best for you.  Your closest studio or center may not be best for you.

Finally, there is the issue of price and value.  Always place the value of the experience above the dollar.  You are creating a relationship of service to meet your personal need.  Settle for the best and that is what you will get.

You have only a short time with your children as they grow.  The opportunities and ideals we as parent stamp on our children will never leave them.  Taking music lessons is important to you and your child’s quality of life and should not be taken lightly or conducted in haste.  Guide them, direct them, and support them.
Call us at MUSICAMERICA, we will help you.

(954)986-9802

For more helpful topics go to www.musicamericatlc.net. 

“When is my child ready for music lessons?”  
“What instrument should my child learn?”  
“How do I get the most out of music lessons?” 

